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ABSTRACT 



An automated event ticket auctioning system receives and 
evaluates bid information records received from a plurality 
of remote terminals. The bid information records correspond 
to bids for one or more seats within a venue and correspond- 
ing to at least one particular event, wherein the venue has a 
plurality of sections, each section having a plurality of seats. 
The automated event ticket auctioning system includes a 
memory storing a plurality of previously accepted bid infor- 
mation records, the previously accepted bid information 
records each including identification information, section 
identification, quantity information and bid price informa- 
tion. The system further includes a central controlling com- 
puter operably connected to the memory. The central con- 
trolling computer is operable to first receive a message 
including a received bid information record from one of a 
plurality of remote terminals through a communication 
system. The received bid information record includes 
received identification information, received section 
identification, received quantity information, and received 
bid price information. The central controlling computer is 
further operable to determine a lowest minimum acceptable 
bid value corresponding to the received section information 
using the previously accepted bid information records stored 
in the memory, and store the received bid information record 
if a value represented by the received bid price information 
exceeds the lowest minimum acceptable bid value. The 
automated event ticket auctioning system further includes a 
programmed graphical representation method designed to 
efficiently convey to auction participants useful standing bid 
information across the entire event venue, allowing seat bid 
price locations to be quantified in an effective manner. The 
system further includes programmed methods for ensuring 
contiguous grouping of seat location within each multiple 
ticket bid, and for ensuring that the standing bid information 
is automatically updated on a real-time basis and presented 
as such to all auction participants. 

13 Claims, 13 Drawing Sheets 

Microfiche Appendix Included 
(11 Microfiche, 394 Pages) 
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Detailed Description Text - DETX (5): 

Referring again to FIG. 1 , a master computer 1 1 is connected to the central 
computer 12 for purposes of setting up, initiating, monitoring and dismantling 
the auction, and its related sites or pages. For example, in preparation for 
an auction, numerous details specific to that auction, such as minimum initial 
bids, event and sponsor names, dates and times, and seating arrangements are 
generated using the master computer 1 1 and then transferred by disk or modem 
or 

other means to the central computer 12 when needed. The central computer 12 
stores these parameters for later application to the auction process. In 
particular, the central computer 12 stores in the seating database 17, the 
specific seating arrangement as a unique record for each seat available. The 
auction is then conducted by the central computer 12, as described below. 
During the auction, the master computer 1 1 can be used to monitor the auction 
progress, make any necessary spontaneous changes to existing parameters, 
and to 

generally ensure that the auction is conducted with a minimum of problems. In 
practice, it may be possible to combine the functions of the central computer 
12 and the Master computer 1 1 . 
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